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Quiality of life and Governmental spending on social Welfare Services.

A descriptive study of a sample of poor families in Minia City
By dr\ Hanan Mohammed Atef Kishk

Assistant Professor of Sociology, Faculty of Arts, Minia University

The current study attempts to explore the quality of life lived by poor people in
the society, after the application of liberation policies in the past years and the
consequences that accompanies it such as the retro gradation of governmental spending
on social welfare services. The paper studies the impact of such policies on the living
levels of poor and limited income families, as they represent the biggest class in the
society. The study also seeks to specify the mechanisms of the poor adaptation with the
continuous raising of prices which occurred as a result of Egyptian pound floating, to
reach strategies which help improving the quality of life to poor classes. The study was
based on many theoretical approaches to the interpretation of the quality of life, the
most important of which are the Basic Needs Approach, Human Development
Scandinavian and American Quality of Approach, Human Capabilities Approach and

Life Approach.
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This study belongs to descriptive studies. So, it depended on the social survey
of the sample. The main tool is data collection in a questionnaire, and apply it on 300
samples of poor families living in south district; as it is considered the poorest district
in Minia city.

The study reveals many important results: First the decline of life quality from
their subjective view. The highest rate of paterfamilias are not satisfied about their life
because they are unable to achieve their aims, then they do not feel that they are
valuable in society. Eventually, they are disable to provide living costs to their family
members.

The study shows that the most majority of the sample families depend on a
single income source which is the work of the paterfamilias. This leads to the decline of
these families; economic conditions. The largest rate of these paterfamilias are working
in marginal and craft professions and they suffer long working hours, they also suffer
the imbalance between the exerted effort and the wage they got. In addition, there is no
chance of getting promotion in their works. The most majority of the paterfamilias
expressed their dissatisfaction about their works.

The study also shows that the state retro gradation of spending on education and
Health services lead to the decline of services provided to the low income people. As it
leads to the decrease of human capital accumulation to the poor groups. As a result,
they are unable to pay the fees of education and health services. It also helped increase
of the poverty and poor rates.

The study shows that all the families of the sample are unable to provide the
necessary needs after the prices raises in the recent time. A high rate of the sample have
to decrease its expenditures and gave up the expensive items after the Egyptian pound

floating. The families of the sample had to depend on cheap food, and consume less of
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expensive food such as animal protein and building food. This lead to the lowering of
life quality and more feeling of deprivation.

Key Words: Quality of life, Poverty, Self-satisfaction, social Welfare.
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