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Abstract
Cultural Heritage Paradigms in the Saudi Novel

This paper deals with the topic of cultural paradigms in Saudi novel

writing from the perspective of literary criticism as developed by Abdullah Al
Ghadhaamy (2000). It considers the construct of cultural heritage paradigm in
a number of Saudi novels published in the last two decades as an empirical
base. Indeed, the 'hidden' cultural paradigm has its own narrative structure
which progresses in a systematic way. Thus, it is hidden, invisible, and it is

capable of making itself 'self-effaced’. It uses many masks, the most
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important of which is the mask of language aesthetics. It is intended to

convey a specific view and understanding of the idea of cultural heritage.

The author has limited the concept of 'cultural heritage' to the heritage
that is transmitted by nations throughout history as an expression of their
respective civilizations as reflected by customs, traditions, handicrafts, and
the different forms of art; in other words, all that is bequeathed from one
generation to another and which constitutes the pride of these nations at the
religious, artistic and intellectual levels. The paper concentrates on three
cultural paradigms as illustrated in some novels. These are: the fetishization
of cultural heritage, the stereotyping of ideas, the reviving and mystification

of the past.

Key words: paradigm ........ , cultural criticism ......... , cultural

heritage
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