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Sino-Arab Desert Literature
A Comparative Study of Guo Xue Bo and Ibrahim

al-Koni
Abstract

Desert literature refers to works that depict desert life through poetry,
fiction, or other literary forms. It focuses on the desert’s impact on
human life, as well as the customs, cultural traditions, and values
shaped in this unique environment. Desert literature uses the desert
as a backdrop, depicting desert life through characterization and plot
development. It delves into the physiological and psychological
impacts of this environment on human life, focusing on its social
customs and traditional culture. Furthermore, desert literature
emphasizes the values nurtured in harsh environments, such as
patience, resilience, and generosity. Overall, desert literature is
considered an integral part of Sino-Arab literary heritage,
showcasing the diverse cultures and societies nurtured by the desert.
The novels of Chinese writer Guo Xue Bo and Libyan writer
Ibrahim al-Koni revolve around the essence of humanity's
relationship with the desert, its flora and fauna, emphasizing that this
relationship is governed by fate. In their writings, the desert is not
merely a geographical space but also a symbol of freedom, existence,
identity, spirituality, and challenge. They see it as a source of
inspiration and wisdom, a site of authentic human experience, and a
mirror reflecting existence’s essence. By comparing their novels,
this research explores two main questions: How does the desert
appear in their novels? What symbolic significance do the historical,
mythological, religious, and fantastical elements in their desert
novels hold? This will shed light on the role of contemporary
literature in discussing the ecological and cultural crisis of
contemporary humanity.

Keywords: Desert Literature; Guo Xue Bo; Ibrahim al-Koni;
Comparing; Symbolic.
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