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Imam Al-Bazdawi's Methodology in Addressing Linguistic Issues in
"Kanz al-Wusul ila 'Tlm al-Usul:"
A Case Study of Lexical Homonymy
Abstract
It is self-evident that the legal proof (dalil shar‘1) constitutes the central
axis around which jurisprudential activity revolves, aiming to discern the
intent of the Divine Legislator, Glorified and Exalted be He. Since Islamic
legislation was revealed in the Arabic language, it is essential to
comprehend the meanings and implications of words that indicate legal
rulings. Scholars—particularly in the fields of legal theory (usil al-figh)
and linguistics—have shown great interest in linguistic issues as a means
of attaining correct legal understanding. This is due to the inherently
multi-faceted nature of legal texts, where linguistic phenomena such as
synonymy, antonymy, and most notably, lexical homonymy often lead to
ambiguity and confusion among researchers and students of Islamic
jurisprudence.
Among the most critical tools needed by a researcher to understand the
meanings and indications of legal terminology is the study of lexical
homonymy (al-ishtirak al-lafzi). This research focuses on this particular
phenomenon, as clarifying its usage helps identify the intended meaning
behind ambiguous terms. The more knowledgeable a scholar is about the
differing views of other scholars, the better equipped they are to grasp the
intended meanings, recognize the reasons behind the emergence of lexical
homonymy, and apply appropriate criteria and tools for preferring one
meaning over another. Linguistic usage often assigns multiple, unrelated
meanings to a single term—for example, the Arabic word ‘ayn may refer
to the physical eye, a water spring in the desert, or a spy. Similarly, the
word qur’ may denote either menstruation or ritual purity. Thus, careful
attention must be paid to such terms due to the vital role that interpretive
preference (tarjih) plays in clarifying intended legal meanings.
Lexical homonymy exerts a profound influence on determining the
intended meaning in legal texts and, by extension, on the derivation of
legal rulings—particularly in the absence of contextual indicators. It also
significantly contributes to semantic ambiguity, which naturally leads to
differing interpretations among jurists, and consequently, to divergence in
the legal rulings derived from such texts.

Key words: Usul al-Figh, Imam Al-Bazdawi, Linguistic Issues, Semantic
Indication, Lexical Homonymy.
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