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Activist Criminology: Between the Absence of Theoretical
Grounding and the Limitations of Practical Application
A Critical Perspective

Abstract

This study aims to present a critical perspective on the state of active
criminology by examining the absence of robust theoretical
grounding and limited practical application in our Egyptian context.
Although the concept has gained increasing momentum in Western
literature over the past two decades as a critical approach that links
academic research and community activism with the aim of
combating crime and social harm and achieving justice, it remains
absent from Arab scholarly output. The study relies on the
theoretical foundations of critical criminology and social harm
science, adopting a qualitative critical approach through which
recent literature in this field and its societal applications were
analyzed. Modern concepts such as participatory research and
reflexivity were employed to contribute to the analysis of the
concept and trace its historical roots and theoretical and
methodological foundations. It also explores methods for applying
and activating it within research and academic institutions, and
reviews the most prominent challenges facing it and mechanisms for
overcoming them.

Keywords: Activist Criminology, Critical Criminology, Zemiology,
Participatory Action Research, Intersectional Reflexivity .
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