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Representations of The self in Javed Akhtar's poems

Abstract

This study examines representations the self in Javed Akhtar's
poems. It seeks to uncover the patterns of self-revelation in his
poems, as well as his vision of his own reality and that of society. It
also highlights the role of the poetic self, which interacts with its
society and, as a mirror, reflects its own pain and the pain of others.
A thematic approach was adopted to capture the content contained
within the poetry. The study revealed the most important
representations of the reflective self and its features in relation to
time, existence, and destiny. It investigated the representations of the
suffering self and the various dimensions of personal and collective
pain. The study concluded that Javed Akhtar's poems represents an
honest record of his life, conveying to us his psychological states,
shaped by his experiences and external and internal influences,
which led to a multiplicity of self-connotations within him. The
reflective self manifested as a philosophical existential entity,
delving into the depths of human experience, searching for the
meanings of things and their hidden essence. It rages in a state of
consciousness, constantly doubting and questioning, always striving
to understand and comprehend. The voice of the suffering self rose
as an entity confronting the inability to achieve what it aspires to,
expressing the human self and its lack of justice and fairness.

Keywords:. the Self, Contemplation, Pain, Destiny, Existence.
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1- Javed Akhtar and Nasreen Munni kabir, talking life: Javed Akhtar

in conversation with Nasreen Munni kabir, India: westland
publications ,Gurugram, 2023.
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