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Development Values in Religious Discourse: A Case
Study of the Sermons of the Egyptian Ministry of
Awqaf

Abstract

Recently, many scholars have shown increasing interest in exploring
the relationship between religion and development, based on the
premise that religion has the capacity to guide social behaviour,
especially in conservative societies such as Egyptian society. This
relationship becomes evident through the values promoted within
religious discourse—particularly development values—which in turn
reinforce and support national development strategies.

Accordingly, this study aimed to analyze the unified Friday sermons
issued by the Egyptian Ministry of Awqaf, considering them as a
powerful tool in shaping societal awareness and influencing public
behavior. The study is centered around a key research question: To
what extent do these sermons incorporate development values across
their various dimensions—economic, social, political, personal, and
environmental? The descriptive-analytical method was employed,
combining both qualitative and quantitative content analysis. A total
of 131 unified Friday sermons, published between January 2023 and
June 2025, were analyzed. A coding framework was developed to
classify development values across five main dimensions. Content
analysis tools were applied to measure the frequency of these values
and examine how religious texts (Qur’an and Hadith) were used to
support them.The findings revealed a strong dominance of religious
and social values, while economic and environmental values
appeared less frequently. The study also demonstrated a clear
overlap between religious discourse and developmental orientations,
with varying levels of emphasis on values such as cooperation,
solidarity, citizenship, and belonging.

Keywords: Development values, religious discourse, Friday sermon
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