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State Failure in Somalia and the Ethiopian Role in Its
Disintegration
"A Study in Political Geography"

Abstract

Historical Somalia was an arena for colonial competition
during the 19th century AD It was subjected to the worst unjust
division process, tearing its lands into five parts. After
independence, northern Somalia and southern Somalia united into
the unified state of Somalia in 1960. However, this union did not last
long for several reasons, represented by the colonial administration
style, the failure of the political system of the unified Somalia in its
administration, and in arranging the sharing of power between the
north and the south, especially with the presence of clan divisions
and differences between the tribes of the north and the south in the
social, political and economic systems, in addition to the Ethiopian
role in tearing Somalia apart, through its participation with the
colonial countries in the division operations: Britain gave it the
Ojanin region under the 1897 treaty. At the present time, Ethiopia is
adopting a special strategy towards Somalia based on several goals,
including: eliminating the idea of Greater Somalia, weakening
Somalia’s regional competition, preventing the establishment of
Islamic rule in Somalia, and access to the sea through the Somali
coast to solve its geographical dilemma as a landlocked country. In
order to achieve these goals, Ethiopia intervened politically and
militarily in Somalia.

Keywords: Greater Somalia, the Horn of Africa, the southern
entrance to the Red Sea; border problems, secessionist regions;
Somaliland.
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