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Atonement and Fate, according to Muslim scholars

Abstract

The texts of Islam emphasize the justice of the Almighty God, for
justice is an attribute of perfection, and God Almighty is
characterized by all perfection and far removed from all deficiencies.
Despite this, we find disagreement about the concept of divine
justice among Muslim scholars, resulting in a disagreement about
the responsibility of the infidel who has not received the Islamic call
or received it distorting, and here an endless war of texts and
interpretations begins between supporters of two sects: a sect that
sees him as excused and not responsible for believing in what he has
not proven with proof, and a sect that sees him as responsible and
immortalized in fire. So, our study came to try to answer the
following question: If the ruling declaring a person to be an infidel
entails jurisprudential rulings in this world that regulate the nature of
the Muslim’s dealings with him, does disbelief entail rulings in the
afterlife that determine the fate of the infidel and how God Almighty
deals with him? The importance of our study stems from the fact that
it addresses a behavioral and doctrinal issue at the same time; The
worshiper does not exceed the morals of his deity. Belief in the
injustice of the deity to the worshiper paves the way forward and
justifies the injustice of the worshiper to the worshiper. Since this
study did not have enough scope to examine the texts and their
interpretations, it focused on clarifying the position of two Muslim
scholars, one of whom is considered a central figure in the Ash’ari
and Sufi doctrine, and the other is considered a central figure in the
Salafi doctrine who had an interest in this issue, namely: Abu Hamid
Al-Ghazali and Ibn Taymiyyah Al-Harrani. to learn the truth about
what they reached in this case after delving into the texts and their
jurisprudence. Our approach in this study was the analytical critical
comparative approach between Al-Ghazali and Ibn Taymiyyah.

Keywords: Distorted invitation, Excuses for ignorance, Atonement,
the stubborn infidel, Eternal torment.
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