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Strategies of Political Discourse
A linguistic study in Sheikh Ali Abdel- Razik’s “Al-
’islam Wa *usil Al-hokm”

Abstract

In 1925, Sheikh Ali Abdel - Razik (1888 - 1966) issued his book
“Al-"islam Wa *ustul Al-hokm”, which is a research on the issue of
the caliphate, in which he concludes that the caliphate system is not
a basis for governance, and that it is not part of Islam in anything,
contrary to the prevailing belief at the time. The emergence of this
book in that era, including its political and social circumstances, led
to the outbreak of one of the most famous battles in Egypt’s
intellectual and political history, which in turn led to the trial of the
Sheikh, his expulsion from the clique of scholars, and his dismissal
from his posts. As he dealt in it with the issue of the caliphate that
had been abolished in Turkey in 1924, and the King of Egypt Ahmed
Fouad I (1917 - 1936 AD) was seeking to establish it again in Egypt,
and the political and social context necessitated that he choose Ali
Abdel Razik in dealing with this issue The thorny strategies are
rhetorical, some of which are direct (declarative) and others are
indirect (indicative) to achieve its communicative purposes. This
research studies Sheikh Ali Abdel Razik’s political speech
represented in the book “Al-?islam Wa *ustl Al-hokm”, and what
hindered it and the notes and articles that responded to the
accusations of the Council of Senior Scholars that were leveled
against him; In order to identify the strategies that formed this
discourse and contributed to its production, and to reveal the
linguistic mechanisms of these strategies.

Keywords: Political discourse; Sheikh Ali Abdel Razik; discourse
strategies, Al-“islam Wa usul Al-hokm”.
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