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Existential Thought According to Frantz Fanon:
A Critical Study in Black Existentialism

Dr. Josephine Rizkallah Farag
Lecturer of Modern and Contemporary Philosophy
Faculty of Arts, Port Said University

Abstract

In his book, “Existentialism is a Humanism,” Sartre emphasizes that
the main principle of existential thought is “Existence Precedes
Essence,” meaning that man does not have a predetermined prior
“essence.” Rather, there are individuals who come into the world,
and they form their essence themselves through their actions and
choices. However, this principle dose not apply to people with black
skin, as the color of their skin determines their essence. The human
heritage in all its forms contributed to drawing that prior essence and
many negative characteristics for black people such as evil, slavery,
sexual deviance, and barbarism.

As a response to this situation, the term “Black Existentialism”
appeared, as a new form to existential thought that addressed
philosophical questions related to human existence and its problems
such as alienation, anxiety, freedom, suffering, responsibility. This is
in the light of the experience of the black among white society. In
this paper, we will try to identify the characteristics of this trend as it
appeared among the black-skinned French philosopher Frantz
Fanon (1925-1961).

Keywords: Sartre, Existentialism, Black Existentialism, Frantz
Fanon, Racism.
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(*)"The revolution of the nineteenth century must let the dead bury their dead in order to
arrive at its own content".

<<Cp.: MARX, K.: The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte. Trans.by:

Samuel Moore, Bradford& DicKens, London, W.C.1, Third Edition,1943 , p: 27.
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(*)"White civilization and European culture have forced an existential deviation on the
Negro".
<<Fanon,F.: Black Skin, White Masks, Trans.by : Markmann,c.l., Pluto Press,
First published, London,1986, P:16>> ‘
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(3)Gordon,R. L. Existence in Black: An anthology of Black existential
philosophy,p:3.
AY G ¢S i die Apaiill (3 geaS Hlaninl] s ) s cpanl DLl Y 2l 5 g2na ()
e Ol AEeY) (4 o sanll 85 3 guad) sl il iad Jeal) dallad p AalS o : fetishism dsiidl (*)
Ay Gl sane s clusia o (a8 el gosalall 48 A 3 a5 58 Led B jpeall dpalall 1Y)

{yved



ass alll 3y sedyen = ~o9ils 3l i @mgagll sl

o o Jale ) el @iy agall @i L agal) Jlad A Bal) gl
b colay ABRE Sy Ay (LS (3 pan ) AT g glal b o
Al A1) LS VA g i () doad A s Taey Lia (g9 o
Bale) e i€ L dl1h aay ..o hladi) dadwdl (LeSE) o< at o) o)
M gal Guldh e Ulad) o8t of i i€ Al S0 Ly

e dady byl sia ) sea Lawd Shla) (9 S5 Ca S oSl
) ddglae Lglel renlial) e sl claldd G cdal Sl dmally jsa i)
s Al Yl dugaaa H3SY) @A) g ¢ O glsa 39 of (e
Ladl) Bygwally (o wiil) 2 aall Blsi e yaill o 4 udi 39 ) sacla
Ladh Ly alag¥) codn 0 rad g o8 (glai ] aasl aala
O Ll Gl (g L 350) Gl ) ey

218 Cra ) Sy Flgcmn 09 ) J b ol el b alagy) dslag L
$ag¥) Oyl Ao Lgica iy dcaal) dualall lSaY)

bl HLb) a8 aleny Sl Sl sl 28 5 V) A R
Lial 13y ¢Aiadl) 5 wall Gl bl L (9985 39de &bl Jag colagad) 5,0
(0 ) ) dends o Said ol 13a Julas

Ll (e daail Gl aay o dd alll aladiul g dady ¢ Aaaldl Ay s81 culall ) clisl 3, 53 (o sedi
Jozmia sl an s CslulS L 55 Y G s ) e dpiall 5580l 3 5 4 (s pan ioaiall uiall ol gLl
Fial) s Y1 £ 5l

Logl 2t Ginall LS8 il ol jai¥) e A8l abial) D e S L 3 i S & gan g
(mu\)‘uam\ uw\"gmdhc)uuu)ujs WY\&)J}Y\ ds:d\‘_gay\ﬂ a)_,...a.lu\.\.da.ﬁ).\

Y iYuasL_AJY\ M\‘;M\ )\A‘"‘Lmu.\s.“" 3l 4.\....;4;.“ ald) - @X\Aﬂ AUJ\ C}J J.Lu\>>

https://ontology.birzeit.edu/term/fetishism, Y+ Y¥ Gulawe | ¥ g )i a8 gall e Jaall 23 >>
AYVYOY G celiay daifl g olo g sl 058 33058 () )
LYY Ua i jaadl () Y
{xvo)



https://ontology.birzeit.edu/term/fetishism

AT T gl [ posnelly uulall suell sy gy hraly alua U412 &lya

) VY -]
() Lcsal) & Al 193guf aig Dl oo lagy Coran Ja"
(gl i s

D B g m ) (8 Craalon ) Jalgall "Gl E (il oL
2l dagy il ygaall b a8 € IS8 el Gl Sl of 2
g cBant el Bhlial G (sat Al ) cbiba W sleul La (1) Yl
SIS Ao aal) iy el gy SO Asleud) il I ) 0wl
(), Sy

(*)"How is it possible to Imagine God with Negro characteristics? This is not my vision
of paradise. Indeed no, The good and Merciful God cannot be black" (—s_-=%)
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(*)As times changed, one had seen the Catholic religion at first justify and then condemn
slavery and prejudices.But by referring everything to the idea of the dignity of man; one
had ripped prejudice to shreds.
<<Cp.: Fanon,F.: Black Skin, White Masks,P:119>>
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(*) He must oblige those who have vainly tried throughout the centuries to reduce him to
the status of a beast, to recognize that he is a man.
(1)Sartre, J. P.: Black Orpheus,p18

oY Lo cpa Y sidea oy 5ild 3l () Y
(3)Popkin, Richard H. "The Philosophical Basis of Eighteenth-Century Racism." Studies
in Eighteenth-Century Culture 3 (1974): 245-262. doi:10.1353/sec.1974.0016.
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(1)Gordon, L. R.: Black existence in philosophy of culture. Diogens ,vol. 59(3-4), 2012

P:97.
{yaed



AR Al 3y o = 0sils 3ibs wit gumgagll pdall

ALsal) A Bley ¢ painal) gty A asSallS Jaall Janl dingall Cagy Bl 2 sen
boas Gl doaally Ha oF (60 3 ¢ illy (sl e 3 aY) (o5 mage Lt
i)l figa o dle (Y pualla st aglanas (i) dule Jgie

Waie Bwat Luad Jaat 3) (Lgihd aa 88, Sl 5 ad 0 a2l
L pas A dilay SLSEY) o2a 3ol a i) V) Lemnsy ) el b S w0y
sl Wi e L :lgd Jok Ll s 2933l (e 9] Gaial)
Al dlia cuilS La hals . gand) (e UL J81 Jlall dada b o) of B
Y alig€ill of Joanll (B plp b 4b (ol (ia Yy o Jouil) 138 (a Bpianta
81 ol (AT Aali ¢ L agle Wy Osb Yy Asl Clelivg agion Ao
i Ji ¥ comtlald) Ll elandl) Glaat) Jfia Ay AdaEE )
AT pald g b gl o agiagSa b o agielad b agie b s
Sl (e amal) b diaag o o-Sar ¥ cglilly Aagall LAY s e
Ll e Bl 03 b (Al Sy Aadall o B a1 1) ¢ lasYl
oty Loyl eladl goan (B g iia ga) e AU (Liharia o dali
A o G adp ) o gela B aldia (of 1] agia (of g
b Aiga 08 b gl Ogaary (Uil (e Ogumgl cantal (g8 ¢ Caiaal)
Ot (=Sly alaiag altia JaS daly (ad) o= dadlls ggiaady LSlals
Al (g3l el e Aladl) Aflad) cuw GlaeYl s 4] maal
(1) (*)'Cy.‘ﬁ el puas

(1)Hume,D.: Of National Characters, https://davidhume.org/texts/empli/nc &

ASHER, K. : "Was David Hume a racist? Interpreting Hume's infamous footnote (Part

I). Economic Affairs, 2022, 42.2: 225-239.

(*)I am apt to suspect the negroes to be naturally inferior to the whites. There scarcely
ever was a civilized nation of that complexion, nor even any individual eminent either in
action or speculation. No ingenious manufactures amongst them, no arts, no sciences. On
the other hand, the most rude and barbarous of the whites, such as the ancient Germans,
the present Tartars, have still something eminent about them, in their valour, form of
government, or some other particular. Such a uniform and constant difference could not
happen, in so many countries and ages, if nature had not made an original distinction
between these breeds of men. Not to mention our colonies, there are Negroe slaves
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dispersed all over Europe, of whom none ever discovered any symptoms of ingenuity;
though low people, without education, will start up amongst us, and distinguish
themselves in every profession. In Jamaica, indeed, they talk of one Negros as a man of
parts and learning; but it is likely he is admired for slender accomplishments, like a
parrot, who speaks a few words plainly.

<< Hume,D.: Of National Characters, https://davidhume.org/texts/empll/nc>>
(1)Hume,D.: Of National Characters, https://davidhume.org/texts/empll/nc.
& ASHER, K. : "Was David Hume a racist? Interpreting Hume's infamous footnote (Part
I). Economic Affairs, 2022, 42.2: 225-239.
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(1)Sartre, J.P.: "Black Orpheus, P:13.
(*)"those black eyes exile us"
<<Cp. Sartre, J.P.: "Black Orpheus,p: 14>>

(*)I came into the world imbued with the will to find a meaning in things. My spirit filled
with the desire to attain to the source of the world, and then | found that | was an object
in the midst of other object Sealed into that crushing objecthood, | turned beseechingly to
others. Their attention was a liberation, running over my body suddenly abraded into
nonbeing, endowing me once more with an agility that | had thought lost, and by taking
me out of the world, restoring me to it. But just as | reached the other side, | stumbled,
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and the movements, the attitudes, the glances of the other fixed me there, in the sense in
which a chemical solution is fixed by a dye. | was indignant; | demanded an explanation.
Nothing happened burst apart. Now the fragments have been put together again by
another self.
<<Cp.: Fanon,F.: Black Skin, White Masks :P: 109>>
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(*)To make him talk pidgin is to fasten him to the effigy of him, to snare him, to imprison
him, the eternal victim of an essence, of an appearance for which he is not responsible.
<<Cp.: Fanon,F.: Black Skin, White Masks :p: 35>>
TV G celiay Aadl 5 o)y s 3 8 108 3158 (V)
(**)"And then too there is that bludgeon argument of the plantation-owner in Africa: Our
enemy is the teacher"
<< Cp.: Fanon,F.: Black Skin, White Masks :p: 35>>
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https://www.almayadeen.net/arts-culture/%D8%A5%D9%8A%D9%85%D9%8A-
%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D9%85%D8%B3-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B2%D9%86%D9%88%D8%AC%D8%A9-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%DI%88%D9I%87%D8%ACY%DE%AI>>
(2)Sartre, J. P.: "Black Orpheus,P:46.
(*) There is a single idea: reveal the black soul. Black poetry is evangelic, it announces
good news: Blackness has been rediscovered.
(3)Sartre, J. P.: "Black Orpheus,p:20
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(*)1 made myself the poet of the world. The white man had found a poetry in which there
was nothing poetic.... At last | had been recognized, | was no longer a zero
<< Cp.: Fanon, F.: Black Skin, White Masks, p:129.>>
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& Fanon, F.: Black Skin, White Masks, p:41.
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(**) "Love as the primitive relation to the Other is the ensemble of the projects by
which | aim at reayzing this value..... to be identified with the Other's freedom"
<<Sartre, J. P.: “Being and Nothingness",P:366.>>
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(*) "While I was forgetting, forgiving, and wanting only to love, my message was flung
back in my face like a slap. The white world, the only honorable one, barred me from all
participation...... | shouted a greeting to the world and the world slashed away my joy. |

was told to stay within bounds, to go back where | belonged.

<<Cp.: Fanon,F.: Black Skin, White Masks:P: 115,114>>
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(*) An anxious man who cannot escape his body.
<<Cp.:Fanon,F.: Black Skin, White Masks, P:65>>
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(*) ""not to love in order to avoid being abandoned". | do not want to be loved. Why
not? Because once, very long ago ,| attempted an object relation and | was abandoned.
<<Cp.: Fanon,F.: Black Skin, White Masks,P:67,75>>
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(*) Out of the blackest part of my soul, across the zebra striping of my mind, surges this
desire to be suddenly white. | wish to be acknowledged not as black but as white.
<< Fanon,F.: Black Skin, White Masks,P:63>>
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