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The Social and Psychological Dimensions of
Clothing in the Arabic Novel : A Semiotic Study

Abstract

Cloths and their semantics are frequently mentioned by
novelists in their novels, which indicates the importance of clothing
and their semantics in works of literature. Therefore, the objective of
this study is to study the semantics of clothing by collecting and
analyzing models from social and psychological Arabic novels. This
work used the semantics method to study these relationships by
classifying the symbols and semantics of clothing and their meaning
in some famous Arabic novels, such as El Mraia and El Sarab by
Naguib Mahfouz, and the novel EI Aswed ya lek bek by Ahlam
Mostaganemi; This work aimed at clarifying these symbols that the
authors intend to convey to the readers through clothing and dress, in
multiple social areas such as poverty, wealth, honor, humility,
dwelling and class; psychological defects such as pride, imagination,
and arrogance; and hidden human desires such as the desire to attract
attention, admire, courtship, or otherwise, and the research dealt with
three approaches: The first approach focuses on the lexical
connotations of the words for clothing; the second approach focuses
on the social semantics of clothing in the Arabic novel. Finally,
several results were concluded at the end.

Keywords:  Semiotics, clothing, social, psychological,
dimensions.
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