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Comparative Adjective and Its Collocates
in Al-Mutanabbi’s poetry: A Semantic Study
in Syntax and Lexical Relations

Dr. Ismail Mustafa Ibrahim Ali
Lecturer of Linguistics, Department of Arabic Language and
Literature, Faculty of Arts, Mansoura University

Abstract

This research aims to study the phenomenon of “collocation”
between comparative adjectives and its collocates in Al-Mutanabbi’s
poetry, and to analyze these syntagmatic relations semantically
according to descriptive method, in the light of two theories:
syntactic and lexical. The study is based on two hypotheses: one: the
choice of node is as a morphological form. The other hypothesis:
determining collocates on the basis of frequent association of node
syntactically, not on the basis of absolute juxtaposition in the text;
This is based on two axioms: one: the presence of lexical conditions
for formulation of the comparative adjective, and the other postulate:
the inclusion of each of morphological formulas on certain structural
properties that make these forms establish their own grammatical
relations with other elements in the context. The research attempts to
answer three main questions: One of them: What are the structural
patterns of comparative adjective and its collocates? And secondly:
What are the types of structural relations between comparative
adjective and each of its collocates elements? And third: What are
the types of lexical relations under each synthetic relation? Among
the most important results of the study: inventory of common, steady
and rare syntactic patterns, detection of grammatical and lexical
relations, and monitoring the semantic fields of comparative
adjectives and its collocates in context.

Keywords: collocation, comparative adjective, syntax, lexical
relations, Al-Mutanabbi.
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