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The State Crisis in Libya:
A Study in Political Geography

Dr. Zeinab Abdalal Sayed Ramadan
Lecturer of Political Geography
Department of Geography and GIS
Faculty of Arts, Beni-Suef University.

Abstract

This study investigates the state crisis in Libya, by tracing the
important historical events that the state has experienced since
ancient times, the Middle Ages and the modern era until February
2011 revolution. These political events contributed to drawing the
broad and main lines of the history of Libya, and throughout those
decades of rule in Libya, the Libyan regimes were unable to define a
clear identity for the nature of governance in the Libyan state in a
way that meets the aspirations of the people and is able to deal
efficiently with the decentralized state. The study also explores the
natural and human geographical factors that affected the state crisis,
including location, area, geological structure, water resources and
climate, in addition to oil and natural gas and their impact on the
continuation of the crisis so far. The study also addresses the impact
of the tribal factor and international intervention in the Libyan crisis,
and examines the future of the Libyan crisis.

Keywords: Libya, state crisis, Libyan crisis, geopolitics,
February 2011 revolution, Gaddafi.
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- Mohamed Ben Lamma (September 2017): The Tribal Structure in Libya: Factor for
fragmentation or cohesion?, The Foundation for Strategic Research (Fondation pour la
recherche stratégique), Paris, France, pp. 11-22. Also:
- Arturo Varvelli (May 2013): The Role of Tribal Dynamics in the Libyan Future, ISPI
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