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A Study of a Rare Marble Slab on the Occasion of the
Renovation of the Tomb of “Shirin” in Fayoum by the Emir of
Major General Hassan Bey in the Year 1230 AH: An Artistic
Archaeological Study
Mahmoud Eid Abdul Sattar Sayed Ahmed Gohar
Faculty of Archeology, Fayoum University

Abstract

This research deals with an archaeological and artistic study of a
marble slab of a square shape, with a side length of 57 cm. It was found
in the tombs of Hassan Bek Al-Shamasheriji, adjacent to the mosque and
the shrine of Sheikh Ali Al-Rubi in Fayoum. This tablet was transferred
to the modern events house attached to the mosque. It was removed and
recorded by the Islamic and Coptic Antiquities Inspection District in
Fayoum, and deposited in the area store in the Monastery of Angel
Gabriel in Ezbet Qalamshah in Fayoum, under record number 221, and
the marble tablet is recorded with funeral inscriptions consisting of five
verses of poetry with meter and rhyme, followed by one line containing
the text of a burial renewal "Shirin", at the hands of the Emir of Major
General Hassan Bek Al-Shamasherji, governor of the Fayoum region
during the reign of Muhammad Ali Pasha the Great, the governor of
Egypt (1220-1265 AH / 1805-1849 AD). Muhammad Ali Pasha ordered
him to renovate the Sheikh Ali al-Rubi Mosque, and the name of the
deceased was mentioned in the inscription, which is “Shireen” and it is
likely that he was from the family of Hassan Bek Al-Shamasherji.
In this research, we analyzed and interpreted the writings and
decorations of this marble slab made on the occasion of the renovation of
the cemetery of “Shirin” in Fayoum by the Emir of Major General
Hassan Bey in the year 1230 AH (1814-1815 AD), in light of the
different circumstances of Fayoum in the year in which this tablet was
engraved, which is the year 1230 AH. The titles, positions, and
propaganda phrases contained in this inscription have been analyzed and
interpreted. We also dealt with the types of floral, geometric and
epigraphic decorations found on this marble slab, and determining the
type of raw material on which these writings and those decorations were
carried out. And its decorations, as already said.

Keywords: Marble, Cemetery, Fayoum, Amir Major-General
Hassan Bey, Inscription.
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