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The Dispute over Hydrocarbon Resources in the Exclusive
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Abstract

The exclusive economic zone is the most important zone of
the national maritime jurisdiction zones of coastal states; the coastal
state has sovereign rights in its EEZ for the purpose of exploration,
exploitation, conservation and management of natural resources. The
Cyprus problem has taken an economic dimension since the
beginning of the twenty-first century, manifested in the dispute over
hydrocarbon resources in the exclusive economic zone of Cyprus,
This dispute involves several sub-disputes, the first of which is the
local dispute between the Greek Cypriots and the Turkish Cypriots,
the second is the dispute between the Republic of Cyprus and
Turkey over the extension of the exclusive economic zone of Cyprus
and the resources it contains, and the third is the regional dispute
over control of the resources of the eastern Mediterranean region.

The research relied on the documentary method and the
cartographic method, it used multiple Approaches such as the
historical approach, the behavioral approach, and the systems
approach. The research dealt with the disintegration of the Cypriot
state and the resulting duplication in delimiting the exclusive
economic zone of Cyprus. It also identified the aspects of the dispute
over hydrocarbon resources, which includes the dispute over
exploration areas, and the associated collision in exploration
activities, the dispute over the expected returns of natural gas fields.
And the dispute over the routes of natural gas transportation
pipelines, the research analyzed the arguments of the Dispute parties
regarding their rights to explore and exploit natural resources in the
exclusive economic zone of Cyprus, which revolves around
sovereign rights, equitable distribution of resources, and is mainly
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related to the Cyprus issue. The research did not overlook the
geopolitical dimensions of that Dispute, which turned into a focus of
geopolitical competition between two opposing axes aiming to
dominate the eastern Mediterranean region, one led by Turkey, and
the other by the Republic of Cyprus and Greece. The research also
dealt with the proposed solutions to that Dispute proposed by its
direct and indirect parties.

Keywords: Hydrocarbon resources, Cyprus, dispute, the
exclusive economiv zone.
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-International Crisis Group"Aphrodite’'s Gift: Can
Cypriot Power Anew Dialoge?"Europe Report No216,
2April, 2012, p.21.
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Source: Cyprus: Letter dated 30 April 2020 from the Permanent Representative of Cyprus
to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General.

-International Crisis Group"Aphrodite's Gift: Can Cypriot Power Anew Dialoge?"Europe
Report No216, 2April, 2012, p.20.
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Source: Cyprus: Letters dated 5 December 2013, 13 February 2014, 12 December 2018,
11 July 2019 from the Permanent Representative of Cyprus to the United Nations
addressed to the Secretary-General.
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-Agreement between the Government of the State of Israel and the
Government of the Republic of Cyprus on the Delimitation of the
Exclusive Economic Zone, signed in Nicosia on 17 December 2010 .
-Agreement between the Republic of Cyprus and the Arab Republic
of Egypt on the Delimitation of the Exclusive Economic Zone, 17
February 2003 .

-Agreement between the Republic of Cyprus and the Republic of
Lebanon on the Delimitation of the Exclusive Economic Zone, 2007.
-BP Statistical Review 2016.

-Council of the EU "Statement of the EU Foreign Ministers on the
situation in the Eastern Mediterranean" 15 May 2020.

-Cyprus Ministry of Energy, Commerce and Industry' ‘Hydrocarbons
Service-Hydrocarbon  Licenses"  http://www.meci.gov.cy/meci/
hydrocarbon

-Cyprus, Law to provide for the Proclamation of the Exclusive
Economic Zone by the Republic of Cyprus, 2 April 2004

-Cyprus, Notification of the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the
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Republic of Cyprus made pursuant to article 3, paragraph 3, of the
Exclusive Economic Zone and the Continental Shelf Laws
(consolidation of Laws 64(1)/2004, 97(1)/2014)

-Cyprus, the Exclusive Economic Zone and the Continental Shelf
Laws 2004 and 2014 (consolidation of Laws 64(1)/2004,
97(1)/2014), October 2014

-Cyprus: Letter dated 11 July 2019 from the Chargé d’affaires a.i. of
the Permanent Mission of Cyprus to the United Nations addressed to
the Secretary-General.

-Cyprus: Letter dated 12 December 2018 from the Permanent
Representative of Cyprus to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General.

-Cyprus: Letter dated 13 February 2014 from the Permanent
Representative of Cyprus to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General.

-Cyprus: Letter dated 15 June 2012 from the Permanent
Representative of Cyprus to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General.

-Cyprus: Letter dated 19 February 2019 from the Permanent
Representative of Cyprus to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General.

-Cyprus: Letter dated 19 May 2014 from the Permanent
Representative of Cyprus to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General.

-Cyprus: Letter dated 20 July 2020 from the Permanent
Representative of Cyprus to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General.

-Cyprus: Letter dated 30 April 2020 from the Permanent
Representative of Cyprus to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General.

-Cyprus: Letter dated 4 May 2017 from the Permanent
Representative of Cyprus to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General.

-Cyprus: Letter dated 5 December 2013 from the Permanent
Representative of Cyprus to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General.

-Cyprus: Letter dated 6 October 2014 from the Chargé d’affaires a.i.
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of the Permanent Mission of Cyprus to the United Nations addressed
to the Secretary-General.

-Cyprus: Letter dated 7 April 2016 from the Permanent
Representative of Cyprus to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General.

-EMRA"2017 Natural Gas Sector Report" Ankara, 2017.
-EMRA"2017 Natural Gas Sector Report" Ankara, 2017.

- https://www.depa.gr/international-infrastructures/?lang=en

- https://www.mfa.gov.tr
-https://www.mfa.gov.tr/greek-cypriots-unilateral-activities-in-the-
eastern-mediterranean.en.mf

-International Energy Agency "Energy Policies of IEA Countries-
Greece2017 Review."

-International Energy Agency' "Turkey 2021-Energy Policy Review,
Website: www.iea.org

-Lebanon, Decree No. 6433, Delineation of the boundaries of the
exclusive economic zone of Lebanon,2011.

-Lebanon: A letter dated 20 June 2011 from the Minister for Foreign
Affairs and Emigrants of Lebanon addressed to the Secretary-
General of the United Nations concerning the Agreement between
the Government of the State of Israel and the Government of the
Republic of Cyprus on the Delimitation of the Exclusive Economic
Zone, signed in Nicosia on 17 December 2010.

-M.Z.N. 144. 2019. LOS of 7 May 2019: Deposit by Cyprus of a list
of geographical coordinates of points, accompanied by an illustrative
map, concerning the northern and north-western outer limits of the
exclusive economic zone and the continental shelf, as contained in
the Notification of the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic
of Cyprus made pursuant to article 3, paragraph 3, of the Exclusive
Economic Zone and the Continental Shelf Laws (consolidation of
Laws 64(1)/2004, 97(1)/2014.

-M.Z.N. 47. 2004. LOS of 20 April 2004: Deposit of a nautical chart
showing the median line as referred to in the Agreement between the
Republic of Cyprus and the Arab Republic of Egypt on the
delimitation of the exclusive economic zone of 17 February 2003
and the list of geographical coordinates of points defining that line.
-M.Z.N.85.2011.LOS of 14 November 2011 Deposit of a chart and
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lists of geographical coordinates of points defining the Western,
Northern and Southern limits of Lebanon’s exclusive economic
zone, accompanied by Decree No. 6433 - Delineation of the
boundaries of the exclusive economic zone of Lebanon, 1 October
2011.law of the bulletin No.77.

-Statistical Service of Cyprus, Census of Population 2011-Main
Results.

-Statistical Service of Cyprus, Statistical Abstract 2018, Report No
64.

-Turkey Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources.

-Turkey Ministry of Foreign Affairs "Turkey’s Energy Strategy'
'‘Deputy Directorate General for Energy, Water and Environment,
January 2009.

-Turkey: Annex to the Letter dated 18 March 2020 from the
Permanent Representative of Turkey to the United Nations
addressed to the Secretary-General.

-Turkey: Letter dated 10 January 2020 from the Chargé d'affaires a.i.
of the Permanent Mission of Turkey to the United Nations addressed
to the Secretary-General

-Turkey: Letter dated 12 April 2017 from the Permanent
Representative of Turkey to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General.

-Turkey: Letter dated 13 November 2019 from the Permanent
Representative of Turkey to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General.

-Turkey: Letter dated 18 March 2020 from the Permanent
Representative of Turkey to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General.

-Turkey: Letter dated 2 July 2020 from the Permanent
Representative of Turkey to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General.

-Turkey: Letter dated 21 September 2019 from the Permanent
Representative of Turkey to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General.

-Turkey: Letter dated 25 April 2014 from the Permanent
Representative of Turkey to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General.
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-Turkey: Letter dated 25 April 2014 from the Permanent
Representative of Turkey to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General.

-Turkey: Letter dated 30 May 2014 from the Chargé d'affaires a.i. of
the Permanent Mission of Turkey to the United Nations addressed to
the Secretary-General A/68/902.

-Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus "Representative OF Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus, 2014.
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