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The Semiology of Drama,

with Special Reference to Safae Fathy's Play Terrorism
By
Dr. Dlal Ismaail Mohammed
Abstract:

This research paper is concerned with defining the importance of the
Semiotic Method in understanding theatrical literature. To achieve this objective,
the researcher reviewed the debates among theorists over the true nature of the
discrepancy in the art of theatre between the written text and the theatrical
performance. Next, the researcher discussed the critics’ controversies regarding
the precedence of the Semiotic Method, whether it should be for the written text
or for the theatrical performance, with some of them overstating the importance
of restricting it to the acting performance.

The researcher, then, proceeded with a practical analytic model to
demonstrate the values of applying a Post-structuralist Semiotic Method to the
recited-paper-theatrical-text. The researcher made use of the play ‘Erhab’ or
‘Terrorism’ by Safaa Fathy. Through the analysis of this play, the researcher
tackled the thresholds of the text, the semiotics of the co-text and the semiotics
of the structural elements. By using this Post-structuralist Semiotic Method for
the analysis, the researcher could arrive at many scientific outcomes including,
the Post-structuralist Semiotics activates the role of the receiver, makes her/him
participate in accomplishing creativity, makes her/him enjoy both fiction and
performance at the same time by strengthening his imagination under the
semiotic coverage that helps him interpret and discover the aesthetics of the text
and, eventually, makes him practice virtual acting. Besides, the receiver becomes
able to find out about the cultural and social core of the text. The researcher
could also —via the practical model applied to the play ‘Erhab’ or ‘Terrorism’-
arrive at another set of results that emphasize the importance of a Post-
structuralist Semiotic Method for the recited theatrical text. These outcomes are
written in the conclusion of the research.

Keywords: (Semiotics in Theatrical Literature — The play ‘Erhab’
‘Terrorism’ as a practical model)
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