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Pelusium in the Early Byzantine Era in the Light of the
Messages of Saint Isidore of Pelusium

Abstract

Being a major historic milepost over the ages, Pelusium is of particular
significance. This paper focuses mainly on Pelusium in the fourth and fifth
centuries A.D., especially the fifth century A.D in Egypt that was full of
important events that are worthy of notice and analysis. Part of the history of
Pelusium in this century was associated with the name of Saint Isidore of
Pelusium who left a collection of messages through which a general overview of
the social, economic, religious, political, and educational status of Pelusium
during that period could be offered. Taking into consideration that the history of
Pelusium is an integral part of the history of Egypt under the Byzantine rule in
the Early Byzantine era, this overview will be presented through the biography
of Saint Isidore of Pelusium, the geographical theatre, and the reliance on literary
Christian sources that are contemporary with the concerned events for the sake
of comparing and clarifying some details.

Keywords: Monasticism, Pelusium, Isidore of Pelusium.
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